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Swiss MOOC Service
2001: MIT launches OpenCourseWare
2006: Open course platform Wikiversity
2011: MIT launches MITx as MOOC platform in reaction to Stanford 
spinoffs Coursera and Udacity 
2012: MIT & Harvard launch edX with open-source Open edX

2016: EPFL installs local courseware.epfl.ch
2018: swissuniversities P5 program funds Swiss MOOC Service, a 
national MOOC platform for Swiss universities.
end of 2020: grant funding officially ends
beginning of 2021: Swiss MOOC Service becomes an association 
dedicated to sustain the platform

2021: edX is acquired by commercial company 2U - no immediate 
consequences for Swiss MOOC Service Association



Open for all public institutions
• Universities, Training Institutes
• Cantons, Schools, NGOs
• e.g https://courseware.epfl.ch

or https://edu-exchange.uzh.ch/

Data safety. Students’ data in a safe place
• 100% Swiss hosting
• New Data Protection Law (GDPR) compatible

An easy start
• A MOOC-maker community
• Swiss MOOC Service workshops

Swiss MOOC Service

https://courseware.epfl.ch/
https://edu-exchange.uzh.ch/


Local students. 
• To accompany flipped classrooms
• For free, but often closed

Continued education.
• Pay to get-in or pay to get-out
• Certificates

Citizen MOOCs.
• Open for everybody via SWITCH edu-ID

Swiss MOOC Service



Swiss MOOC Service Association

Created April 2021

Founding Members
• EPFL
• ETH

Members
• FFHS
• ZHAW
• UNILI
• UZH
• UNIGE
• …
• Academic CH Institutions 

of higher education
• Public authorities



Shared Catalogue

Use cases
• Continued education
• On-campus courses
• Citizen MOOCs

Searchable
• Topics
• Language
• Universities



A MOOC example

Components
• Video Lectures
• Resources
• Quizzes
• Peer Assessments
• Automated Grading
• LTI - H5P
• LTI - Jupyter Notebooks
• Discussion Forum

Design
• Learning Objectives
• Projects
• Guidance



Compatible

Open edX
• Open source
• Open course format

Login
• AAI university federation 
• SWITCH edu-ID

Videos
• SWITCH tube
• Youtube

Exams and activities
• Safe Exam Browser
• LTI 1.1 integration



Safe data

Hosting
• 100% on Swiss infrastructure
• SWITCHengines

Data
• Matomo for web traffic
• Insights for teachers
• Research data encrypted
• GDPR compatible



Online exams

Safe Exam Browser (SEB) 
• application to carry out online exams safely. 
• Available for Windows, macOS and iOS.

The built in SEB-Server web app
• centralizes the configuration of SEB clients 
• monitoring of the clients during exams
• enables remote live proctoring

https://safeexambrowser.org/



Easy

Onboarding Service
• Free trial
• First steps in course creation

SMS Workshops
• Share best practice
• My course as a MOOC
• Video production tutorials
• Studio setup
• Course design principles
• Learning analytics



Needs
• Flexibility and Hybrid learning 

(in cont’d ed and on campus)
• Upskilling the Swiss population
• Sustainability, Ethics, Security, Data science, etc.
• Niche offerings in German and French

MOOCs as searchable and reusable OER
• Turn COVID Videos into MOOCs. 
• At EPFL we have 22’000 hours of video !!
• Recommending content

Should I make a MOOC ?



https://graphsearch.epfl.ch









Towards recommender systems



I would like to join !

Contact: hello@swissmooc.ch

mailto:hello@swissmooc.ch


Team: Swiss MOOC Service

Oleg Demakov
DevOps

Olivier Scherler
DevOps

Annechien Helsdingen
Management and support

Andreas Hefti
Safe Exam Browser


