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«While alternatives to animal
experimentation are proving more
promising every yeatr, scientists still need
animal models to understand the living
world, to conduct biomedical research, and
to improve the health of humans and
animals. It is our duty to be transparent
about these activities, so that everyone can
fully understand how and why they are still
conducted. STAAR is the pledge of this
commitment.»

Andrew Oates, Dean of the SV School,
EPFL

Representative of the lead institution

ANCHOR COMMUNICATION ON ANIMAL
EXPERIMENTATION

The Swiss Transparency Agreement on Animal Research (STAAR) was launched
in 2022 to increase transparency on the use of animals for research. The 26
signatory organisations agreed to openly communicate about their use of
animals or their support of animal research, promote discourse with the public
and the media, provide opportunities for the public to learn about animal research,
and report on their progress in practising transparency.

STAAR aims to anchor communication on animal experimentation in current
practice and to enhance and expand existing coordination measures and networks
at the national level. With its specific focus on improving communication in animal
research and related efforts, STAAR requires its members to report progress
towards greater transparency and identify gaps and setbacks in this process.

The annual report, of which this document is a simplified version, provides
information on the transparency activities conducted in 2024 by the signatories, 14
of which perform animal research (PARs) and 12 of which support the use of
animal research (SARs). The report is based on the responses of the signatory
organisations to a questionnaire prepared by a working group of the umbrella
organisation swissuniversities. A link to the full report is available on the last page
of this document.




STRUCTURE OF STAAR
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The Plenary
Assembly,
composed of the
representatives of all
26 signatories

One lead institution
designated each
year to represent

STAAR at the
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HIGHLIGHTS

In becoming signatories to STAAR, members agree to be transparent about their
use, or their support for the use, of animals in research by pursuing and upholding
the following four key commitments:

= We will be clear about how and why we use or support the use of
animals in research.

=  We will enhance our communication with the public and the media
about our involvement with research using animals.

=  We will be proactive in providing opportunities for the public to find
out about our involvement with research using animals.

=  We will report on progress annually and share our experiences.

Together with the Swiss Association of
Laboratory Animal Science (SGV) and
Research for Life, SAVIR, which represents
the interests of vets working in industry and
research, has proclaimed the National
Information Day of the Experimental Animal
(#NIDEA). On June 15, information booths
were set up in Basel, Bern, Fribourg and
Zurich in coordination with local universities
or scientists to reach out to passers-by with
the aim to make animal research a visible
topic and to get in conversations with the
people.

#NIDEA booths in Bern (top) and Ziirich
(bottom), June 15 2024.

85% of signatories which perform animal research (PARs) published figures on
the number and species of animals used in experiments.

64% of PARs published figures on the severity degrees of the procedures.

More than 70% of the signatories published information on their websites or
media outlets about their transparency efforts.

Communication with the public, engagement in discourse
Number of involved organizations

2024 2023 2022

Articles on animal research or the 3Rs

Outreach talks or face-to-face meetings

Publication of animal research news or
breakthrough
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Open Days, Science or Community Fairs

Activities addressed to patients

Engagement with local schools

Flyering

External activities (e.g. presentations at
local events)

[te} =]
- -
(=] (=}
- - -
Y = =
-
N
-
w
— -
~ £
-
[s))



RESEARCH WITH ANIMALS IN SWITZERLAND Examples from signatories

Switzerland is a leader in the pharmaceutical and biotechnology industries and has a strong tradition
in basic research, with an extensive network of institutions in academia and industry active in the life
sciences. To maintain and further develop this leadership position, whether in highly specialised
education, medical care, or innovation capacity, Switzerland relies on cutting-edge and responsible
research, which may require the use of animals. Indeed, research with animals remains essential
today for progress and innovation in many fields, and results from animal research benefit human and
animal health and well-being, nature conservation, and our understanding of life processes.

When addressing a scientific question, all researchers work by choosing the most relevant model, or
combination of models, to answer the question. While in silico or in vitro models are preferred
wherever possible for ethical, legal, and economic reasons, the use of in vivo models remains
necessary, especially when the aim is to understand interactions between different organs, to perform
animal conservation and veterinary science studies or to comply with regulatory requirements.

Animal uses by disease

Cancer [ Cardio-vascular [ Neurology [JJj Other human diseases [l Animal diseases [JJj No link to The University of Zurich published an extensive
disease photo report of a research project aiming at
preventing premature births after foetal surgery,

T developed through research involving sheep.
To find out more or et P ? (Image top left: Frank Briiderli, UZH)

contacta STAAR ; Tt

signatory directly, click
here or scan this code:

600k

Suok Interpharma, the association of Switzerland's

research-based pharmaceutical industry, shared a
multi-lingual summer blog series together with the
3RCC offering valuable information about current
Read the full STAAR ORr e Ay trends in the field of the 3Rs.

report for 2024 on the iy ) G T el . . . . .
swissuniversities website  Hok LT On its website, the University of Fribourg presents

by clicking here or TR L the housing facilies of monkeys used for
100k ” scanning the code: F i TR neuroscience research and details the reasons for
their use.
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https://www.swissuniversities.ch/en/organisation/bodies/chamber-of-universities/bodies/swiss-transparency-agreement-on-animal-research-staar/staar-2024-annual-report
https://www.swissuniversities.ch/fileadmin/swissuniversities/Dokumente/Forschung/Tierversuche/List_STAAR_signatories_clean_2_2025.pdf
https://www.swissuniversities.ch/fileadmin/swissuniversities/Dokumente/Forschung/Tierversuche/List_STAAR_signatories_clean_2_2025.pdf
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