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What is it? A complete publishing portal 
(from preprint to metadata curation)

Who runs it? Professional scientists 
(is and will remain grassroots)

What does it o�er? Journals
Commenting
Metadata services

Summary? Openness
Quality



What does it aim to achieve?
A complete reform of publishing at all levels

Implement Genuine Open Access 
two-way: free for readers, free for authors

Implement a healthier business model 
strict editorial/financial decoupling
no profit-making on the back of scientists
consortial model; not based on APCs

Modernize the refereeing procedure 
open; more credit to referees
streamline post-publication feedback

Reform impact assessment



Genuine Open Access Principles





Journals

SciPost Physics

SciPost Physics Core

SP Lecture Notes

SP Proceedings

SP Codebases

~640 publications 
as of now



Physics
upscaling
Astronomy
Biology
Chemistry
Maths
Selections
Codebases
Metrics
Meta services

Roadmap: immediate future



Roadmap: longer term



SciPost's infrastructure
Based exclusively on Free Software

Tech
stack:

All our systems
are built from

scratch.

We leverage and
contribute to

FOSS.

Django [Python web framework]

Postgresql [database engine]

Bootstrap [frontend]

MathJax [LaTeX javascript engine]

Vue.js [frontend @ scipost-xmeta.org]

GitLab [hub @ scipost-codebases.org]

Haystack, Celery, RabbitMQ, Flower...



Let's now talk
business...



I love markets!
(heck, I'm from Canada, I even trained as a stock broker)

Markets work well... except when they don't

Publishing: prime example of capitalism
propped up by socialism



Classifying publishing
business models







A useful exercise
Educate yourself on the business model of

publishers you:

publish with
referee for
perform editorial work for

Watch out for wolves in sheep's clothing



SciPost's business model
no APCs, no subscriptions [Platinum]
fully not-for-profit operations [Palladium]
costs: about €400 per publication  
A fraction of the current norm!
consortial model: donations 
 (inspirations: arXiv, OLH, ...)



Organizations benefitting from
our activities





The PubFractions System
Upon publication, authors are asked to
apportion a unit of "support credit"
between organizations
These fractions are then linked to the
relevant Organizations
Every year, SciPost computes an average full
infrastructure cost per publication
Organizations can use this to determine
their level of support



The PubFractions System



PubFractions: visible by sponsors



Organizations which support us
are on our

Sponsors board
(Inter)national funding agencies
Universities & libraries
Governments
Foundations
Benefactors



Finances
All our financial information is available at

Sponsors
Best is to go to the current list of sponsors at

scipost.org/finances/

scipost.org/sponsors/

https://scipost.org/finances/
https://scipost.org/sponsors/


Austrian Consortium

 

   

    

  



The SciPost Team
J-S Caux Chairman; lead developer

Joost van Mameren Secretary

Jasper van Wezel Treasurer

Paula Perez Editorial Admin

Sergio E. Tapias Arze Editorial & Sponsors Assistant

Jan Willem Wijnen General strategy

Teun Zwart Developer (Xmeta)



Thanks for your
attention!


