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presenters: Nils Güttler and Niki Rhyner 
on the panel this afternoon: Tina Asmussen



„Mittelbau“-initiative (docs and 
postdocs) 

ETH Zurich, Science Studies 

collaboration with graphic 
designers and developers at 

ZHdK 

intercom: founded 2018, non-
profit 

first scholar-led publisher in 
Switzerland (as far as we know)
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scholar-led movement in 
Europe / US

intercomverlag — who we are



intercomverlag — projects and philosophy

new formats 

hybrid publication tools 

open access



intercomverlag — projects and philosophy

2018: Æther 
www.aether.ethz.ch 

teaching project at ETH 
research and writing workshop 

funded by Innovedum Fund (ETH) 
collaboration with ZHdK 

3 issues published, more to come

http://www.aether.ethz.ch
http://www.aether.ethz.ch


intercomverlag — projects and philosophy

Flughafen Kloten: Anatomie eines 
komplizieren Ortes (Æther 01)



intercomverlag — projects and philosophy

2020: Entropie 
www.entropie.ethz.ch 

student blog 

funded by Critical Thinking 
Initiative (ETH)



intercomverlag — projects and philosophy

2020: cache 
www.cache.ch 

publishing tool for research 
groups 

funded by Swiss National Science 
Foundation (SNSF, „digital lives 

initiative“) 

collaboration with ZHdK and 
DaSCH
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intercomverlag — open access from below

open access as a socio-technical 
system 

designing „openness“ 

engaging with the public



intercomverlag — open access from below

public event as part of open access 
(Cabaret Voltaire, Zurich, Feb 2019)



intercomverlag — what we learned

huge interest in scholar-led 
publishing 

lack of funding (long term 
maintenance: infrastructure, 

editorial work, professionalization 
of the grassroots initiatives) 

one size doesn’t fit all

thank you!


