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During the past few years, Brazil has been able to put into
practice wide-ranging and successful educational reforms.
There has been a dramatic expansion in basic education and
in bringing new groups of the population into schools.
However, Brazil is still a long way from reaching the
educational quality necessary for a fairer society that will be
better adapted to meeting the needs of economic
globalization and the Information Age. There is a lot of
research on basic education but most of this research looks
at quantity rather than quality.

This project emphasizes that a central tenet in addressing
quality in basic education is to hear teacher's voices in the
field.

Brazilian economy has changed intensely over the last years
and the country is now the tenth world largest economy.
Access to basic education is nearly universal. However,
serious problems related to quality, equity and inappropriate
use of resources remain. Some of these problems are related
to the fact that Brazil started to develop its teacher training
institutions very late, and did not build strong public

educational institutions. As Switzerland experienced a
qualitative shift in teacher training during the last decade, we
discussed during the project the possibility of transfer of
knowledge of the Swiss experience of teacher training to
Brazil. In particular, we consider that the practical training of
basic education teachers in Switzerland is relevant for the
Brazilian context.
Public schools in Brazil had
better infrastructure during
the last years but teacher’s
salaries remain low

Schools in rural area are
isolated and children have
long distance to cover to
attend basic education
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Main features of the project
Our research team carried out over 50 semi-directive interviews lasting forty-five minutes in four Brazilian states (Minas Gerais,
São Paulo, Paraná, Goiás) in different types of schools (municipal, state or private) to collect primary school teachers' opinions
regarding the quality of the basic education in their schools, their profession and their pedagogical efforts. The interviews took
place in the schools and were combined with the gathering of diverse data on the schools and their socio-cultural environments
from the administrations. We also organized seminars with about 600 teachers to discuss the results of the research.
The last two decades have seen a public debate in Brazil on the need to improve the quality of basic education. This debate
essentially has centered around two points: 1) the legislative measures promoting the reform of the Brazilian education system
which resulted in the passing of the LDB (Lei de Diretrizes e Bases) and (2) the reduction of inequalities connected with the
financing of public education which took shape in the launching of two federal aid programs for basic education.
In the indispensable effort to identify ways to improve basic education, our research project has developed along two lines. In
the first place, there is a need for a re-conceptualization of educational quality as incorporating both quantitative and qualitative
aspects. For a country like Brazil, the goal to strive for is to increase the number of students attending school, especially among
the poorest population, at the same time as improving the quality of education that schools offer. In the second place our project
has shown the necessity of taking into account structural factors along with the contributions of fundamental actors, especially
teachers. In this sense, in spite of the good intentions declared at national and international conferences and by education
ministers, work conditions have continued to deteriorate in Brazil. Teachers have been demoralized by their low salaries and
poor working conditions. The necessity of investing more in the teaching body is a high priority if we hope to reach the goal of
education for all and to improve the quality of basic education. Being a teacher should no longer mean feeling part of a
professional category that sees itself as unheard, subordinate, that sees itself as pawns. The role which has currently been
passed on to teachers is seen as being more and more spread out and covers not only the individual development of students
but also the transformation of the school establishment into a community of learners.
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The Swiss flag is present in the Brazilian classroom (south of the state of
Bahia in the Northeast)
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“Reading allow human being to construct his identity”
The slogan of this school project in the state of Minas Gerais is connected
to the work of the most famous Brazilian educator Paulo Freire.

