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The project builds on a comparative approach to study a hot
topic focussing on the psychosocial support and professional
integration of young African refugees (18-25 years) in the
cities of Dakar, Abidjan and Geneva. These young people, in
most cases have experienced traumatic situations of war and
face psychological and sociocultural difficulties that might
affect their physical and mental health. Some are separated
from their families and are psychologically affected by events
experienced during the pre-migration period, especially when
it is difficult for them to find a host family which could provide
them necessary support. Others are unable to access training
and health care in the host countries

hindering their process of socio-professional integration. The
project addresses a need for production of scientific
knowledge and application of professional practices on a
topic less studied in Africa (Ivory Coast, Senegal) and in
Switzerland. The results of the research will be a vital
contribution for social workers, health and education
personnel. Identified approaches and methods will be used
by socio-educational institutions dealing with young refugees
in general and especially young African refugees living in the
three targetted countries

The project aims to meet certain Millennium Development
Goals such as :
The fight against poverty by addressing the physical and
mental well-being of youth to actively participate in the
development of their country;
- Providing education for all and promoting gender equity by
allowing young refugee girls largely excluded from education,

access to education and professional training;
- Establishing a development partnership between
Switzerland and developing countries (Ivory Coast, Senegal)
through research and training.
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Main features of the project
The project provides some answers to research questions on the psychosocial and socio-professional integration of young
people:
- Do young African refugees in Ivory Coast (Abidjan) Senegal (Dakar) and Switzerland (Geneva) feel themselves integrated into
the host country (reception arrangements, residence status, access to education and professional training, access to
employment, access to health cares, etc.)?
- What are the structures for socio-professional integration of young refugees existing in these cities? Are there differences or
similarities between the structures identified in the three cities?
- What are approaches and methods used by field partners dealing with psychosocial and professional support of the youth? -- What is the role of various actors (youth, parents,community, etc.) in this support?
- Which are personal and social resources (resilience) available to young refugees?
The project is a practice - oriented research using a participatory approach that involves various stakeholders (field partners,
researchers) concerned by different phases of the project. Adopting a participatory approach requires that all partners involved
in research, take ownership of the process and play a key role in the preparation and in its implementation. This involvement is
also important in relation to the methodological tools to be used during the research to promote a rapid collection of relevant
information, facilitate dialogue, exchange and / or confrontation in meetings, help to bring out real problems and solutions to
offer. The practice-oriented research involves young refugees, professionals accompanying them in identifying problems
related to socio-professional integration of young people as well as in activities initiated for them to resolve problems identified.
Qualitative methods (semi-structured interviews, observation, focus group) and quantitative methods (questionnaire assessing
the resilience of youth) are used for data collection.
In addition, the project adopted emphasizes a comparative approach which helps identifying differences and similarities about
the support and socio-professional integration of young African refugees in three countries (Ivory Coast, Senegal, and
Switzerland). To better understand and explain the topic, an interdisciplinary approach (psychology, sociology, health,
anthropology, law) necessary for comparative research is used. During the process of the research two important
methodological workshops will be organized: The first one is an inception workshop at the beginning of the project and the
second, a mid-term workshop for evaluation of the work progress.
This project involves a multidisciplinary team of researchers from the South and the North, members of civil society (field
partners) who will share their experiences and expertise in the field of research. This aspect reflects the quality of research that
will be based on reliable data. An international symposium on the research results will be held at the end of the study. It will be a
place of information, exchange of experience among academics, governments, civil society and international organizations
concerned with the integration of young refugees.
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