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Main features of the project


	Text: Towards Social Integration. Professionalising Social Work Practice inthe Penal System of the Russian Federation
	Text:  School of Social Work FHNW | www.fhnw.ch/sozialearbeit Prof. Dr. phil. Elena Wilhelm, Project Leader Switzerland Contact: elena.wilhelm@hslu.ch  | +41 41 226 03 81
	Text: Vologda Institute of Law and Economics | www.vipe.fsin.ruDr. Olga Kurenkova, Project Leader RussiaContact: jkmufru@gmail.com
	Text: The collaborative research project offered a platform for cooperation and the opportunity for formal and regular interaction with the Russian university. Informal relations with another Russian university (in Ryazan) have been established and the involvement of professional practice has proved a great success in both Russia and Switzerland. In Switzerland, the University of Basel’s Institute for Eastern 
	Text:  Final Meeting. Switzerland, April 2009.
	Text:  Working on the Concept for    the Handbook. Switzerland, April 2009.
	Insert-text:  Social Work, Penal System, Integration, Professionalisation
	Insert-text:  Olten, Switzerland and Vologda, Russia
	Insert-text: «Towards Social Integration» is a national and internationalproject involving the Chair of Social Work and SocialPsychology at the Federal State University «Vologda Institutefor Law and Economics of the Federal Penal Service» (VIPE)and the School of Social Work at the University of AppliedSciences Northwestern Switzerland (HSA FHNW). Theproject continues the cooperation between the Swiss Agencyfor Development and Cooperation (SDC) and VIPE, whichwas handed over to the FHNW School of Social Work in2008. Concretely, project work spans the social, economic,and educational spheres. In social terms, the project strivesto humanise the Russian penal system by professionalising
	Insert-text: the social work undertaken within the country’s prisonservice. The systematic survey, collection, and discussion ofknowledge and procedures aimed at enhancing thereintegration potential of prison inmates serves as a basis fordeveloping a process-oriented methods handbook for socialwork in the Russian penal system. The first chapter of theprospective handbook have already been co-written by theRussian and Swiss team. Also, a common conceptual andtheoretical basis has been elaborated as a foundation for jointproject work. 
	Insert-text: European History, the Federal Ministry of Justice, and the Association for Probation Services in Eastern Europe have contacted us and sought cooperation. Further steps will be undertaken: The principal aim is to deepen the discourse between academic staff, practitioners, and students. New Project Leader will be Prof. Sigrid Schilling. Contact: sigrid.schilling@fhnw.ch  |  +41 62 311 96 74.
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	Insert-Image1: /9j/4AAQSkZJRgABAgEBLAEsAAD/4RRiRXhpZgAASUkqAAgAAAAKAA8BAgAGAAAAhgAAABABAgAI	Insert-Image2: /9j/4AAQSkZJRgABAgEBOgE6AAD/4RG3RXhpZgAASUkqAAgAAAAMAA4BAgAgAAAAngAAAA8BAgAY	Insert-Text: Social work is still under development as a field of research, practice, and teaching in the Russian Federation. Successfulreintegration processes, from serving a prison sentence to re-entering society, require professional preparation and support.Such processes demand specialist knowledge about the individual patterns and the genesis of delinquent behaviour, theassessment of existing individual resources, and the evaluation of developmental and integration potential. Such professionaland methodologically guided support for the reintegration of prisoners is hitherto little developed in the Russian Federation. Thelack of such support prompted the Russian project partner to hold the expectation for establishing within the Russian penalsystem an individualised social work able to clarify life situations. The distinguishing features of the project are:-  Cooperation with an important chair of Social Work in the Russsian Federation, together with the knowledge to be developed      about the processes, practices, methods, and instruments of social work in the penal system for enhancing the reintegration    potential of prison inmates, and for expanding the knowledge base of the involved teaching faculty, researchers, and students.-  Develop a joint terminological and theoretical basis for social work in the penal system, considering the specific conditions in    the Russian Federation as the point of departure of a joint project.-  Survey Swiss and Russian literature on the processes, methods, and instruments of social work in the penal system.-  Devise a concept for a process-oriented methods manual of social work in the penal system in Russia.-  The publication of project findings and insights in professional journals situated within international specialist    discourse, and carrying these findings and insights into professional and teaching practice.Project TeamLead: Elena Wilhelm and Olga KurenkovaScientific Collaboration: Leonid Ataev, Joel Gautschi, Natalja Konovalova, Cornelia Rüegger, Sigrid Schilling, Tatjana UchanovaAdvisory Board: Oleg Egorov, Franz Hochstrasser, Peter Mikula, Grigori Scherbakov, Igor Evdokimov Vladimirowich, Olga Vögelin, Gregor Wanner, Lorenz WidmerPublicationsWilhelm, Elena/Rüegger, Cornelia/Gautschi, Joel/Kurenkova, Olga/Schilling, Sigrid (2009): Professionalisierung der Sozialen    Arbeit im Strafvollzug Russlands – Einblicke in ein transnationales Projekt. In: Sozial Aktuell,11, 38-40.Wilhelm, Elena (2009): Towards Social Integration. Professionalising Social Work Practice in the Penal System of the Russian    Federation. In: de Weert, Egbert/Soo, Maarja (Hg.): Research at Universities of Applied Sciences in Europe. Conditions,    Achievements and Perspectives. Twente: University of Twente, 78-79.Media reportsAckeret, Markus (2009): Russlands Strafvollzug kämpft gegen seinen schlechten Ruf – Reformbemühungen im    Gefängniswesen. Besuch in einer Strafkolonie für Minderjährige. In: Neue Zürcher Zeitung, Nr. 127, 05.06.2009, 9.Von Arx, Christian (2008): «Am liebsten so eine Art Kochbuch». Kooperation Hochschule für Soziale Arbeit FHNW in Olten    erarbeitet Handbuch für den russischen Strafvollzug. In: Oltner Tagblatt, 30.05.2008, 21Conference paperWilhelm, Elena (2009): Research and Development as an Innovator of Social Work Education and Professional Practice. Based    on the Example of a Swiss-Russian Cooperation Project. Paper delivered at the International conference «Putting the pieces    together: Universities of Applied Sciences as a linking pin in the knowledge triangle». The Hague. 4 and 5 February 2009.
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