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Promotion of gender balance, open recruitment 
procedures and excellent working and employment 
conditions for researchers 

Includes all domains of research and innovation 
from basic research up to market take-up and 
innovation services 

MSCA are open to researchers of any nationality, at 
all career stages, hosted in both academic and non-
academic sectors 

Cross-border mobility is the key requirement  
Cross-sector mobility is strongly promoted  
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• Shanghai top 500 - 2/3 participated in MCA  

• 9/10 top R&D investors in Europe participated in MCA 

• 86% beneficiaries strengthened existing R&I 
collaborations with partner organisations 

• 73% of participant organisations observe or 
expect improvement in the quality of 
training 
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• SMEs play a major role: in FP7 IAPP and ITN they 
account for >50% of business participants 



~ 50 000 researchers financed in FP7 MCA 

 
~ 9 400 projects funded 

> 18 000 participations of various  
host organisations 
 

• 37% of MSCA participants are women 
All scientific areas covered:  

bottom-up approach 
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> 1928 participations from the private sector, 
making up >10% of total participants, with 
44.6% in IAPP and 20.8% in ITN  
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Swiss participation  
in FP7 MCA 

 267.9 million EUR allocated to 
Swiss institutes 

 732 participations in FP7 MCA 
projects 

 168 Swiss researchers funded 

 1379 researchers coming to 
Switzerland with MCA fellowships 

CIG; 3.525.833 

COFUND; 
68.193.715 

IAPP; 
13.088.631 

IEF; 40.810.701 

IIF; 13.321.563 IIFR; 0 IOF; 9.632.497 

IRSES; 
1.503.800 

ITN; 
117.847.251 
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Swiss participation  
in FP7 MCA 

 15 first nationalities of researchers 
coming to Switzerland 
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 Switzerland – the 6th most active 
country in terms of EU contribution 
granted to the FP7 MCA projects 



Excellence 

Training 

Mobility 

Skills 

Intersectoral 
partnerships 

Innovation 

SMEs 

Infrastructure 

Collaboration 

Public 
engagement 

Bottom-up 
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Full sectoral flexibility in choice of partners 

Non-
academic 

Academic Non-
academic 

Academic 

or 

Non-
academic 

Academic 

Country 1 

Country 2 

Country 3 
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or 

or 

Minimum  3  partners from  3  MS or AC 

Duration of projects: up to 4 years 



Minimum  2  partners from  2  MS or AC and from differing sectors 

Inter-sectoral partnerships for doctoral training 

Minimum 50% of research time in non-
academic environment 

Non-
academic 

Country  1 

Country  2 

Academic 
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Separate selection panel 



Minimum  3  partners from  3  MS or AC 

Based on collaboration between academic organisations entitled to 
award doctoral degrees 

Country  1 

Country  3 
Academic 
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Academic 

Separate selection panel 

Academic 

Country  2 

Opportunities for non-academic sector to contribute to training and research 

ITN-EJD 
Consortium 
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For fellows coming to or moving within Europe 

For fellows from Europe going to Third 
countries and returning 
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Academic 

Academic 

Non-
academic 

Academic 

Country 1 - MS or AC 

Education  
and Culture 

Country 2 - MS or AC 

Country 3 – MS or AC or TC Staff: 

• Research 

• Managerial 

• Administrative 

• Technical 

Non-
academic 

Non-
academic 

Exchanges between 
MS/AC:  
• Partners need to be 

from different sectors 
 

Exchanges with Third 
countries:  
• Any combination is 

possible 

RISE consortia require a 
minimum of  3  partners 

At least  2  partners from MS or AC 

Third and further partners can be 
from any country 
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ITN 11/12/2013 – 09/04/2014 
02/09/2014 – 13/01/2015 

EUR 405.18 million in 2014 
EUR 370.00 million in 2015 

IF 12/03/2014 – 11/09/2014 
12/03/2015 – 10/09/2015 

EUR 240.50 million in 2014 
EUR 213.00 million in 2015 

RISE 11/12/2013 – 24/04/2014 
06/01/2015 – 28/04/2015 

EUR 70.00 million in 2014 
EUR 80.00 million in 2015 

COFUND 10/04/2014 – 02/10/2014 
14/04/2015 – 01/10/2015 

EUR 80.00 million in 2014 
EUR 80.00 million in 2015 
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Categories of 
eligible costs Costs of researchers / seconded staff member (1) Institutional costs (2) 

Marie 
Skłodowska-
Curie action 

 

Living allowance 
(a) 

Mobility 
allowance 

(b) 

Family allowance 
(c) 

Top-up 
allowance 

(d) 

Research, training 
and networking 

costs 
(a) 

Management and 
indirect costs 

(b) 

ITN 
(100%) 3 110 600 500 -- 1 800 1 200 

IF 
(100%) 4 650 600 500 -- 800 650 

RISE 
(100%) -- -- -- 2 000 1 800 700 

COFUND 
(50%) 

ESR: 3 710 
ER:   5 250 -- -- -- -- 650 
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Weight: 
50% 

Priority 
1 

Weight: 
30% 

Priority 
2 

Weight: 
20% 

Priority 
3 

Overall score: 
0 - 5 

Overall score: 
0 - 5 

Overall score: 
0 - 5 



Education  
and Culture 



Education  
and Culture 

http://ec.europa.eu/mariecurieactions
http://ec.europa.eu/mariecurieactions
http://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020
http://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020
https://www.mariecuriealumni.eu/
https://www.mariecuriealumni.eu/
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